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IFF Liability Disclaimer
The International Flying Farmers (IFF) and its representatives hereby make notification they have no authority and take no responsibility or control
for: 1-the safety of members or guests, 2-the qualifications of individuals to operate aircraft or other forms of transportation, 3-the situations when
individuals should or should not fly, and 4-the type of transportation or manner of transportation in which members or guests choose to use.  Members
and guests are solely responsible for their own safety and the safety of their families.  No liability is assumed or implied by the IFF, its Officers,
Directors, or Chapter Officers.

January 2016
23 – Arizona Snowbird Fly-In -- Queen Valley, AZ - hosted by Joan & Carl Gillis
(520-463-1802)
25-27 – IFF Workshop -- Flamingo Hilton, Las Vegas, Nevada

February 2016
12-14 – Heartland Convention -- Ft. Morgan, CO - Includes IFF WOY Margaret
Bunger’s Day

March 2016
4-6 – Kansas Convention -- Best Western Butterfield Inn, 1010 E 41st St., Hays, KS
785-621-4337 - Includes IFF MOY Jack Jenkinson’s Day on Friday, March 4th.
11-13 – Iowa/Missouri Convention

April 2016
7-10 – Alberta Convention -- Days Inn & Convention Center, 5700  50 Street,
Leduc, AB 780-986-6467 or 800-661-6467 - Includes President Wayne Wilderman’s
Day and Duchess Merry Vandervalk’s Day
15-17 – Manitoba Convention -- Victoria Inn, Brandon, MB - 204-725-1532
28-30 – Mid-Atlantic Convention -- Holiday Inn Express, 2750 South Rd.,
Poughkeepsie, NY  845-473-1151 (use the code FFG when making reservations)
Contact:  Judy Conard 908-782-5473 or 908-246-8827 or jconard@comcast.net

June 2016
3-5 – Tri State Convention - Dalles Shilo Inn, The Dalles, OR  - 541-298-5502

July 2016
17-21 – IFF Convention - President Abraham Lincoln Hotel, 701 E. Adams,
Springfield, IL - Includes Wedding Reception for Doug & Emily Lewis on July 17

2016 Calendar of Events

If you have an item to be placed on the Calendar of Events, please send the DATE, NAME
OF EVENT, PLACE WHERE THE EVENT WILL BE HELD, and CONTACT PERSON WITH
PHONE NUMBER to the magazine email (flyingfarmersmagazine@hotmail.com) or mail to
the IFF Office at P.O. Box 309, Mansfield, IL  61854
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Official Reports

President’s Report

By Wayne Wilderman
Alberta Flying Farmer

From North of the 49th Parallel

The Power of Positive Thinking

Last summer on our way home
from the Helena Convention, we
stopped at a Wal-Mart.  As I
completed my shopping and
was waiting at one of the
entrances just people watching,
a Wal-Mart employee came
along.  He came on the scene
with purpose, aligning
merchandise.  Checking the area
to see what else needed attention
as he moved, he was alert to
his surroundings.  He was not a
large or young man yet his
presence demanded respect.  At
least a couple of shoppers
stopped to make inquiries of
him.  He would greet them, and
then direct them to where they
needed to go.  You could see by
their reaction to him that they
were getting their request met.
As I stood there his alert eye
met mine.  In an instant he knew

I was just waiting.  As a smile
and a nod passed between us,
his attention moved on.
Moments later he disappeared.
Minutes later I went outside
again.  He was there.  This time
he was sweeping up the entrance
to the store.  He moved quickly;
safely stick handling around
carts and patrons of the store
all the while whistling.

This time I was close enough to
see that this was no middle aged
man but one whose body has
seen the passage of time.  Thin
and a bit wiry, his face was
thinner and somewhat lined.
Once again our eyes met and I
said, “That’s a happy tune you’re
whistling.  I can’t put a name
on it but it sounds like
something from down east.”

“It is,” was his reply.  “It’s from
my sailing days in
Newfoundland.”

“Oh yes,” I said, “but you don’t
have a Newfie accent.”

“Ya, I lost most of that in my 30
years in Montreal.  I worked at
the docks there ‘til I retired.   I
just moved out here to Calgary
this year.  My daughter thinks at
my age I should not be alone.”

“And what might that be?” I
asked.

“Eighty-eight going on eighty-
nine,” was his stunning reply.
The look on my face put a
twinkle in his eyes.

“How do you handle it?” I asked.

“Well,” he said, “I do this three
part days a week and the
Mustard Seed (a homeless
shelter) two part days.  I do it
‘cause I CAN.  I do it because I
want to.  It makes me feel good
to help people.”

“And your health?  You look
pretty good,” I said.

“Well, I have drank my share of
Screech and I have smoked and
chewed a bit, but good luck, the
good Lord and attitude have
seen me through.”

“Attitude?”  I questioned.

“Ya, a positive attitude.  I stay
away from folks who are
negative, who put everything
down.  I try to be optimistic.  I
have two choices in the morning
when I get up.  I can be happy
or I can be grumpy.  I don’t
always feel great but I look to
be around friendly folks who lift
me up and I can lift them up.”

“You mean as in just OK I guess
I am happy to be alive!”

Continued on page 7-President
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Queen’s Report

By  Diana Billheimer
Kansas Flying Farmer

Hoping everyone had a
wonderful holiday season.  We
had a very nice Christmas. We
were all together on Christmas
Day, and with the grandsons
being 5, 3, and 1 and then
adding a new akita puppy, we
had our share of fun and
laughter all day.  Teaching the 5
and 3 year old how to play Uno
is hilarious.  Uncle Ryan told
Quinn, the 3 year old that he
needed to go buy a lottery ticket,
as he is the luckiest little boy he
knows.  I didn’t get my white
Christmas, but still praying for
a lot of snow to come during
the next several months. 

As I write this letter, Monte and
I are in Norfolk, Nebraska to
spend time with his family for
all of their Christmases.  We will
actually be bringing in the New
Year before we finish out his
mom’s Christmas get together

on January 2nd.  We are
definitely having a white
Christmas out here as there is
probably 5 inches on the ground
and piled higher on the back
roads.  Even though Monte and
I were both raised in high
humidity areas, I was raised in
Iowa, we have been gone long
enough that the cold here in the
Midwest feels five times colder
than it does in Colorado.  When
the wind is blowing it is down
right miserable outside.

On the farm side, the guys have
been hauling milo to Kansas, so
they have been putting a lot of
miles on the semis.  Just wish
the price was better to make it
worthwhile.  Oh the life of a
farmer, we finally have a decent
crop after 15 years of drought
and now the price is way low. 

Monte and I are looking forward
to Las Vegas at the end of the
month.  Sounds like Burl & Cathy
have a good agenda planned
for all of us.  Monte has not
been there before, and it’s been
a long time since I have been
there, so we are going to stay a
couple of extra days – should
be a lot of fun. 

I am looking at Saturday, May
14th to have my IFF/KS Queen

fly-in here on our farm.  I will
hope to have most if not all the
details worked out by the next
magazine article. 

Safe flying and travels till we
meet again.
○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

New Year’s Quotes

“New Year’s Day:  Now is the
accepted time to make your
regular annual good resolutions.
Next week, you can begin paving
hell with them as usual.” – Mark
Twain

“One resolution I have made,
and try always to keep is this:
To rise above the little things.” –
John Burroughs

“Good resolutions are simply
checks that men draw on a bank
where they have no account.”—
Oscar Wilde

“Ring out the old, ring in the
new,
Ring, happy bells, across the
snow:
The year is going, let him go;
Ring out the false, ring in the
true.”—Alfred Lord Tennyson
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Duchess’s Report

By  Merry Vandervalk
Alberta Flying Farmer

Merry Christmas & Happy New
Year.

This year has flown by so fast!
I guess that means I’m having
fun with the flying club activities
and friends.  I’m amazed how
welcoming every one is in this
organization.  I truly appreciate
it.

Some people could not come to
my fly-in but they did drop by
later on.  Thanks for coming!
This has been a full and
meaningful year for our family.
Jack and our son, Gerald, did
some water development at the
Waldron. )That’s a grazing co-
op where people bring their
cattle.  While they were there
some of Gerald’s friends wanted
a house moved.  In order to
move it, first Jack had to build a
road, and then he had to pull
the log house up the hill with
the help of the Cabin Truckers

(a TV series).  They didn’t make
it on the first try because of the
ice and snow.  That same day
Queen Colette of Manitoba and
her husband Ken flew in for a
visit.  So the next day, with the
help of another caterpillar,
Colette and Ken got to see the
house move up the hill.  Jack
didn’t know that they were
filming the move for television,
so he had to sign a waiver
before he could start the moving
project.  There were camera
men roaming around and drones
flying overhead. The men stuck
a camera on the front and back
of Jack’s Cat too.  I guess it will
be on TV some time next year.

The Christmas party at Canmore
was very blessed.  The hotel was
accommodating.   We had good
weather and roads once you got
on Highway 2.  Everyone had a
good time playing games after
our turkey banquet.

I was in charge of our
community supper and the
talent show which followed.
Many people volunteered to
make the dishes and help out.
It was also successful.

In December, VXV Farms
received the 2016

Environmental Stewardship
Award from Alberta Beef
Producers.  This was a great
honour—one we didn’t
anticipate.  We give thanks for
supportive neighbours who
nominated us.

We hope to see you all in Las
Vegas!  Meanwhile, we want to
wish you a blessed Christmas
season.  May God’s love fill your
heart with peace and your home
with joy this New Year.
○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

English Toffee

1 cup nuts, chopped (pecans
or walnuts are best)
¾ cup brown sugar, packed
½ cup butter
½ cup chocolate chips

Butter an 8x8 inch pan.  Spread
the nuts in the bottom of the
pan.  On medium heat, bring
sugar and butter to a boil and
boil 7 minutes.  Spread into the
pan.  Sprinkle the chocolate
chips on top.  Let it sit a few
minutes.  When melted, spread
evenly.  Let cool before craking
into pieces.  Makes 24 pieces.
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“Ya,” was his quick reply and
with a mutual smile and nod we
both departed.  I learned a little
more about life that day from a
sage older guy.  He was happy
with his lot in life and gave me
pause to better appreciate mine.

So now as I begin this report,
the commercial side of Christmas
is in full swing and the mall
parking lots are full as are the
stores with their hectic hustle.
The stress of it all shows in
people who have so many
commitments and obligations.
The Christmas that we all want
to feel in our hearts is still to
come and the warmth and good
will that people convey shines
through if only for these few
weeks.  They smile just a little
longer, grip your hand a little
tighter and the words spoken
are a little warmer.  Would it not
be nice to extend that sense of
caring even for a few weeks
more?

In less than a month many of
us will meet in Las Vegas for our
midyear get together we still
affectionately call ‘Workshop’.
We will be having a board
meeting to address a few issues
put forward to the directors by
you our members.  Once again
the Scherlers have put together
a program that has attracted 95
of us so far.  I know that between
the tours and speakers you will
be pleased.  I think that events
like this say something about
our organization.  As a group,
we think, talk and act positively.
There are, as we all know, many

reasons we have developed
these traits.  Aviation,
agriculture and family values
have all contributed to the
overall success of Flying Farmers
as a niche group of the 50’s thru
70’s.  As a group we were then,
as we are today, content with
what we are and therefore we’re
not prepared to rebrand
ourselves to be more appealing
to others outside our niche.  As
we stand today, our positive
view has been, for the most part,
transitioned away from active
operational issues of farming
and flying.  We are still very
much a group interested in new
ideas to learn and experience all
that good friends and life have
to offer.  That is why I think as
long as that spirit of adventure
and comradeship remains with
us, in part through the power
of positive thinking,
International Flying Farmers will
be around for some time to
come.

Until next time – Remember
your smile imparts a lot and yet
costs nothing.

Continued from page 4-President
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Special Feature

Wisconsin Christmas Meeting
by Phil & Carol Peterson

Wisconsin Flying Farmers

Wisconsin Flying Farmers held
their Christmas meeting at the
Perkins Restaurant in
Watertown, Wisconsin.  The
weather did not cooperate with
low clouds and intermittent snow
showers.

Our program was presented by
Mr. Jeff Baum, president of
Wisconsin Aviation, the FBO
operator at Watertown, Madison
and Juneau, Wisconsin. Jeff
showed us many charts: the year
and the number of general
aviation planes manufactured,
the year and number of private
airman certificates issued, age of
pilots, and the declining piston
part after 135 hours flown.

Jeff has piloted many different
airplanes into various airports in
the USA and foreign lands. He
holds many ratings along with
thousands of hours of piloting.

The message was we all in
general aviation, Flying Farmers
included, need to tell our stories
about the experiences we have
had in our aviation pleasures.
There is always negativity about
the cost of flying and
government regulations, but we
know it is worth it to experience
the privilege of flying.

We passed the hat for our
annual Christmas donation.  We
collected $150 which will be sent
to the Angel Flight organization.

Our annual meeting will be
hosted by Jeff and Marcia
Thompson on April 10 – 12,
2016 in Kenosha, Wisconsin.

President Peterson offered a
challenge to the membership to
attend the International
Convention in Springfield, IL in
July 2016.

Cover of folder given to all in attendance

Jeff Baum adresses
Wisconsin Flying Farmers

It was good to see Ruth
DuCharme and nice that her
niece was able to drive her.

We went around the table
sharing our Christmas
traditions.

The Wisconsin Flying Farmers
wish all the best in 2016

NOTICE:

There will be NO
DOOR PRIZES given
at the 2016 IFF
Convention in
Springfield with the
exception of 2 Early Bird
door prizes at the two
business meetings.

There will be NO
SILENT AUCTION.  If
you wish to contribute
to this convention food
items and/or monetary
donations to IFF would
be most appreciated.
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NEW DIRECTORY

Please send any additional cell
phones, email addresses and
winter or summer addresses you
would like included in the IFF
Directory to Karen Bradd at
kbradd45@gmail.com. For
questions please call 217-841-
2533.

On to the House! Senate passes medical reform

December 15 – The U.S. Senate has passed the Pilot’s Bill of Rights 2 (PBOR2), which will now go
to the House for consideration. The bill, which includes third-class medical reform, was passed by
unanimous consent on Dec. 15, less than a week after it was reported out by the Senate
Committee on Commerce, Science and Transportation. The House must also pass the bill before it
can go to the President for his signature.

 ”Working a bill through Congress is incredibly difficult and painstaking work, so we’ll take a
moment to congratulate all involved in this major step forward for aeromedical reform, although
we know the Senate’s approval guarantees us only more hard work ahead,” said EAA Chairman/
CEO Jack J. Pelton. “First, we thank Senators Jim Inhofe and Joe Manchin, their staffs, and the
other co-sponsors of the bill to get to where we are now. The continuing communication between
EAA members and their senators also played a major role and we’ll need that again in the House.
The goal is for tens of thousands of pilots to avoid the complexity and expense that is inherent in
the current third-class medical certification process.”

More here: http://www.eaa.org/en/eaa/eaa-news-and-aviation-news/2015-news/12-15-2015-on-
to-the-house-senate-passes-medical-reform 

No matter how much you push the
envelope, it’ll still be stationery.

Two silkworms had a race.  They ended
up in a tie.
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IFF Woman of the Year
by  Margaret Bunger

Heartland Flying Farmer

Being chosen IFF Woman of the
Year was something I never
thought would ever happen to
me.  I was in total shock and
still trying to comprehend the
thought of ME being the
International Woman of the Year.
WOW!

We joined IFF in 1995 when
invited to fly with Harold and
Dixie Sindt to the Tucson Winter
Workshop.  I will always
remember the two women,
Lorraine Gabel and Betty
Simpson, who introduced
themselves to me and made me
feel welcome.  I hadn’t even met
our local chapter members so
had a short visit with some of
them.  One asked me if I would
like to travel and my comment
was, “It is difficult for us to leave
because of our special needs
son.”  I was made to realize he
has to learn to be without us at
times.  So true.

In February of 1996 our local
chapter convention was in
Kearney, NE very close to our
home.  We talked about going
to the convention, not really
wanting to and decided since it
was close we probably should
as we didn’t want to hurt the
Sindt’s feelings after they treated
us flying to two winter
workshops.

We did attend the chapter
convention. Only one person in
the chapter talked to me and
invited me to go to the ladies’
luncheon with her.  Thank you
to Charlotte Most for being my
friend.  She won the diamond
in the drawing at the luncheon.
I was told all of them knew I

was going to be queen and they
didn’t talk to me for fear of
spoiling the surprise.

Now I need to explain....our
chapter does not ask the woman
if she will be queen.  They ask
the husband.  Bill received a
phone call from Harold asking
him to go over and discuss
something about corn prices
which I thought was pretty
strange.  (Another member had
called the Sindts about choosing
me as chapter queen.)  Then Bill
bought me an outfit for
Valentine’s Day.  HHMMM!

I won’t go into all of the details
of the weekend and my thoughts
about this organization.  The

L to R:  Deb, Margaret, David, Bill and Brian Bunger
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Special Featurenight of the banquet Bill asked
me if I wanted to take my
camera.  Comment, “Why would
I want to take that? I don’t know
anybody.”  I am sure he was
pretty worried.

Time for coronation – I had no
idea what that was all about.
When they came and put the red
cap on my husband’s head I was
in total shock.  After the
crowning, etc. I looked out into
the crowd and saw all of the
people with cameras and said,
“This is very nice but I can’t do
this.”  Nobody listened to me.  I
was half laughing, half crying.
THEN the first gift I opened was
from Ellen Valburg
congratulating me and saying I
get to be the hostess of the
International Convention in
Omaha.  OH MY GOSH!  I didn’t
sleep all night.  You see I was
so shy I had trouble even going
through a buffet line.

If I had been asked if I would
be the queen my response would
have been NEVER.  As it turned

out I was crowned IFF Queen in
2006, have met so many
wonderful people and made so
many new friends and do you
know what?  Our son has
survived our traveling and being
gone just fine.

Bill is retired from farming,
renting out our farm.  I am
supposed to be retired, like a
woman ever retires until they
put her in the home.  I do think
doing the Heartland FF
newsletter for 12 years is long
enough.

We have two sons, our special
Brian and David and one
daughter Deborah.  David has
four children and our five great
grandchildren.  He is a Journey
Man with the Nebraska Public
Power District servicing and
installing equipment in the
substations.  He and his wife
Carolyn own the Windmill, a
reception hall in my home town
of Minden, NE.

Deborah is a Special Education
teacher in Rialto, CA, nearing
retirement in a couple of years
and hoping to move back to NE.

People give me a bad time about
my hobbies telling me I need to
down size.  Then what would I
do?  I love collecting postage
stamps which has led to
postmark collecting, sheet music
especially the beautiful old
covers, vintage buttons which
have taken over the basement,
and the old picture postcards.
My sister and I were discussing
what we spent our pennies on
when we were kids.  She bought
candy. I bought penny
postcards.

IFF and being chosen chapter
queen and then IFF Queen has
changed my life.  I have made a
promise to myself to do the best
I can to make new people feel
welcome at the conventions.  I
encourage women if asked to be
royalty, accept the honor and
attend as many conventions as
possible.  The only way to really
enjoy this organization is to be
involved in some way and at
least attend your conventions
and meetings.  The memories
of being invited to stay in
people’s homes, being escorted
around their areas, and just plain
getting acquainted will always be
with us.  You are very special
people and we love you!

Back row L to R:  Granddaughter Stephanie, her daughter Haliegh & husband Docy,
Grandsons Jason, Jim & Joshua, son Brian. Middle row L to R:  daughter Deb, Dave’s
wife Carolyn, son Dave, great granddaughter Marissa.  Front row L to R:  Jim’s son
Corey, Margaret, Bill, Stephanie’s daughter Kierra, Jim’s daughter Marrae, Jim’s
wife Brittanie.
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Special Feature

IFF Man of the Year

by  Jack Jenkinson
Kansas Flying Farmer

I want to thank everyone in
Flying Farmers for this award.
Flying Farmers is the most
enjoyable organization I belong
to, and to receive such an award
means a lot to me.

I live on the same farm I grew
up on in Meade County Kansas
and began my love and
fascination with aircraft in the
1940’s.  Three army airbases
surrounded the farm where I

grew up: Dodge City where B-
26’s Marauders and WASPs
(Women Air Force Service Pilots)
were based; Garden City, the
training base for the  Vultee BT-
13A Valiants and AT-17’s; and
Liberal, the basic training base
for the B-24 Liberator.

I had an uncle based at the
Liberal Airfield, so after he got
out of the Army following WW2,
he owned a Swift, and it was
based on my grandparents’
farm.   That farm eventually
became my main farm for 40
years.  I have fond memories of
my uncle landing in a pasture
during holiday visits. The
thought of
someone flying

everywhere instead of driving
left quite an impression on me.
I encouraged my son J to get
his pilot’s license in college, and
purchased a model M 172
Skyhawk.  While cutting a grain
sorghum crop in terraces at 6
miles per hour, I thought, “If I
can cut milo that fast in those
conditions, my reaction should
be sharp enough to fly an
airplane”. So I hired the local
Certified Flight Instructor to
come to work on the farm – not
only to work, but to teach me
how to fly. After getting my
license, I have logged over 500
hours flying left seat in that
same Skyhawk, which now has

Jenkinson harvest fleet and aircraft in front of
Jack’s hangar at the farm strip

The Jenkinson Air Fleet (J’s Skylane, Jack’s Skyhawk and 170B
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Jack in front of B-17 he flew left seat from LBL to OKC

Early 60’s - Jack with his 70 John Deere
 and Chevy Cameo Pickup

Middle 60’s cutting milo

J, Joy & Jack standing in the
irrigation ditch (about 1970)

the Lycoming 360 (180hp)
upgrade.  I still fly regularly off
the farm where I grew up with
a lighted grass airstrip (SN12)
with runways 1 - 19 (3500') and
12-30 (3300').

I have two children, Joy and
John.  Joy and her husband
George live in Minneola and both
work at the school.  Joy is a
paraprofessional and George
takes care of the transportation
department.  Their son Dusty is
a sophomore attending Dodge
City Community College and
works for a farmer in Clark

County.  Their daughter Miranda
is a senior at Minneola High
School, and very active in
church, mission trips, and
music.  Her plans are to pursue
an education and career in
music.

J (John) and Jana live in rural
Kearny County southwest of
Garden City.  Jana is the County
Clerk and J is a radio and
television farm broadcaster and
program manager.  They have
4 children:  Kymberly lives in
Bartlesville OK and is attending
Spartan Aviation School to get
her A&P.  She works at the
Bartlesville FBO as an apprentice
and will marry Curtis Logan in
April; Stephanie and her
husband Dusty Pilger live in
Wynona KS.  She is the business
manager for 3 Scoular Grain
Elevator locations, and Dusty is
a farm manager; Ryan lives near
Lakin, KS and is an employee of

a wood chipping business that
supplies dairies with bedding;
Kayla is a Freshman at Ft. Hays
State, and is studying to be a
physical therapist and athletic
trainer and works part time at
Whiskey Creek Steakhouse in
Hays.

When cannibals ate a missionary,
they got a taste of religion.

A sign on the lawn of a drug
rehab center reads:  “Keep off
the grass.”

A dog gave birth to puppies near
the road and was cited for
littering.

The man who survived mustard
gas and pepper spray is now a
seasoned veteran.
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Special Feature

Ontario’s Chapter Start

by  Bob Ingle
Minnkota Flying Farmer

When I was Region 5 Director,
the Manitoba Chapter meeting
was being held in The Old
Grand Hotel.  It was equipped
with the most fabulous of
chandeliers and polished marble
floors.  I was at the registration
desk when a sharp dressed
airline pliot stepped up beside
me.  It was Peter Irwin.  He
quickly noticed my IFF lapel pin
and asked if I was a pilot too.
After a short answer and a few
minutes, we both postponed the

discussion to meet in Peter’s
room after the banquet.

I asked Dayton Chisholm to join
me as he was the assigned IFF
officer.  There was a rapid
exchange of questions that
lasted until 2 AM.  Peter had a
morning flight.  Janet Cory was
asked to send literature to Peter.
He contacted about 30 local
pilots to come to  a fly-in to hear
his proposal.  Later Myron Baker
went to give them a welcome

and presented them with a
charter.  The membership grew
rapidly, thus making it one of
IFF’s largest chapters.

Back in Brandon, the big hotel
was being demolished.  The top
floors were being salvaged.  I
think that some marble got
mixed with airline freight that
was shipped to Toronto.  Years
later, Lois and I were guests at
the Irwin home.  We got to see
some of the polished marble
again.

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Twas the month after Christmas, and all through
the house
Nothing would fit me, not even a blouse.
The cookies I’d nibbled, the eggnog I’d taste
At the holiday parties had gone to my waist.
When I got on the scales, there arose such a
number!
When I walked to the store (less a walk than a
lumber).
I’d remember the marvelous meals I’d prepared;
The gravies and sauces and beef nicely rated,
The wine and the rum balls, the bread and the
cheese
And the way I’d never said, ‘No thank you, please.’
As I dressed myself in my husband’s old shirt

And prepared once again to do battle with dirt –
I said to myself, as I only can,
“You can’t spend a winter disguised as a man!”
So – away with the last of the sour cream dip,
Get rid of the fruitcake, every cracker and chip
Every last bit of food that I like must be banished
‘Til all the additional ounces have vanished.
I won’t have a cookie, not even a lick.
I’ll want only to chew on a long celery stick.
I won’t have hot biscuits, or corn bread, or pie,
I’ll munch on a carrot and quietly cry.
I’m hungry, I’m lonesome, and life is a bore.
But isn’t that what January is for?
Unable to giggle, no longer a riot.
Happy New Year to all and to all a good diet!

Ode to January
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Illinois Welcomes You!
2016 IFF Convention – Part  2

Lincoln

In preparation for the upcoming convention in Springfield,
I thought it would be nice to reflect on one of its most
famous former residents. Abraham Lincoln not only
helped shape the nation, but his influence in central Illinois
was the foundation which springboarded him into being
one of our most influential presidents. Although President
Lincoln made many contributions to the United States, in
this article I will focus on his influence on Illinois.

What is a better place to start than the beginning? In
early March 1830, fearing a milk sickness outbreak, the
Lincoln family moved west to Illinois from Indiana. They
settled in Macon County 10 miles west of Decatur. In
1831, Abraham was ready to move out on his own and
moved to the village of New Salem, IL, which is 20 miles
northwest of Springfield. This move came with an
eventual job which took him to New Orleans and allowed
him to see slavery first hand. This experience helped shape
his such strong convictions against the practice. Now on
his own, Lincoln began to truly establish himself. After a stint in the state militia he studied law,
became elected to state legislature, and helped move the capital from Vandalia to Springfield, IL. It
was also while in New Salem that he met his first romantic interest in Ann Rutledge. She died in
1835 of what is believed to be typhoid fever.

After helping move the capital to Springfield, Abraham started his legal career there in 1837. He
traveled the legal circuit through several counties. While in Springfield he met Mary Todd, cousin of
John T Stuart (Lincoln’s employer) in December of 1939. They would end up getting married on
November 4, 1842. After his marriage, his political career took off. Lincoln served four successive
terms in the Illinois House of Representatives as a part of the Whig party. He supported the construction
of the Illinois Michigan Canal. In 1846 Lincoln was elected to the US House of Representatives. He
was the only Whig in the Illinois delegation. After a two year term, Abraham returned to practicing

law in Springfield.
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During his time in Springfield, Lincoln handled
many transportation cases in the midst of western
expansion. Also to occupy his time Lincoln
received a patent for a flotation device for the
movement of boats in shallow water. The idea
was never commercialized, but this makes him
the only president to hold a patent. One of the
biggest clients was Illinois Central Railroad.
Abraham’s reputation with his clients during this
time is what earned him the nickname Honest

Abe.

In the 1850’s Abe got back into the political scene.
In 1854 he ran as a Whig for U.S Senate seat from Illinois. At this point in time, the once strong
Whig party was fading and people who ran under that party were considered abolitionist. Lincoln
claimed he “did no more than oppose the extension of slavery”. That being said, he was instrumental

in the shape of the new Republican Party based on remnants of the old Whig party.

After being nominated in 1858, Lincoln delivered his house divided speech, from which came the
famous, “A house divided against itself cannot stand.” This would set the stage for the famous
Lincoln vs. Douglas debates for U.S Senator.

The Lincoln-Douglas debates are considered the most famous political debates in American history.
They took place in several cities across the state of Illinois, even holding separate debates in Chicago
and Springfield only a day apart. Both decided to hold joint appearances in the remaining 7 districts,
which were as follows: Ottawa, Freeport, Jonesboro, Charleston, Galesburg, Quincy, and Alton. The

result is well known and this shaped not only Lincoln’s future, but the country’s as well.

In 1860, Lincoln received his first endorsement to
run for president at the Republican state
Convention in Decatur, IL, only 10 miles from
where his family first settled. Lincoln would
eventually face Douglas again and this time prevail.
His place in history was now set. In 1861, Lincoln
would leave Illinois to take on his new
responsibilities for the nation and not return until
arriving at his final resting place in Oak Ridge
Cemetery.

Lincoln’s Tomb
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2016 IFF Memorial Scholarship Award

OPPORTUNITY FOR COLLEGE COMPLETION SCHOLARSHIP
APPLICATION DEADLINE IS MARCH 31, 2016

The IFF Memorial Scholarship award is made each year to one student who will be entering his/her
junior year at a college of his/her choice.  The award funds four semesters of studies predicated upon
the maintenance of a “C” or better grade point average.  The scholarship recipient will receive $1,000
per semester up to a total award of $4,000.

The IFF Memorial Scholarship Fund for college completion was established as an IRS 501(c)(3)
charitable organization and is administered by Past Presidents of the IFF to benefit lineal descendants
of an active* IFF member.

The student to receive this award will be selected from the group of applicants who submit their
applications by March 31st of the applicant’s sophomore year in college.   The applicant must be
related to and recommended by an IFF member of the International Flying Farmers, who is currently in
good standing. The recipient of the scholarship award is chosen from the applications received by an
experienced professional selection person having no connection with IFF, any of its members or
employees.

The Fund has assisted twenty-eight (28) students since it was originally established.  The Fund is
perpetuated by contributions made to the Fund in memory of IFF members who have contributed so
much of their time and talent to benefit the IFF organization.  Contributions to the Memorial Scholarship
Fund are fully deductible for U.S. income tax purposes.

Applications for the Memorial Scholarship Award must be received by March 31, 2015.  The student
receiving the award is notified in May and the award is presented at the International Flying Farmer
Convention that summer.

Applications are available from the IFF website:  http://www.internationalflyingfarmers.org (left side
of homepage)

Students:  Mail completed application packets to:
FF Memorial Fund Scholarship Award Committee
c/o James (Jamie) Sossaman
19105 E. Ocotillo Rd.
Queen Creek, AZ 85142

*Denotes:  a member of the International Flying Farmers who has paid dues for the current year
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IFF Memorial Scholarship Fund History

The IFF Memorial Scholarship Fund was organized to commemorate IFF members who have given much
of their time, talent and resources to ensure continued success of the IFF organization.  Donations
made to the Fund are utilized to provide an annual college completion scholarship award to a deserving
student who must be a lineal descendant of an active IFF member and meets other qualifications as
outlined on the scholarship application form.

Donations to the fund are encouraged and serve as a memorial for IFF members how have given so
much of their personal time, talent and resources for betterment of the IFF organization.  The fund is an
IRS 501(c)(3) charitable organization and donations made to it are fully deductible for income tax
purposes in the U.S.  Canadian members should consult a tax practitioner for tax deductibility north of
the border.

Contributions made to the IFF Memorial Scholarship Fund should be mailed to Robert Lutes, Treasurer,
1710 Curry Ave., North Venice, FL 34275-2963.  During the summer months use the following address
for Robert Lutes:  71705 CR 23, New Paris, IN  46553

Please Note: Total contributions of at least $150 in memory of any IFF member will ensure that person’s
listing on an IFF Memorial Plaque. The plaque is located among artifacts of the International Flying
Farmers in the Aviation in American Agricultural Exhibit at the Mid-America Air Museum in Liberal KS.
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NOMINNOMINNOMINNOMINNOMINAAAAATION GUIDELINESTION GUIDELINESTION GUIDELINESTION GUIDELINESTION GUIDELINES
IFF Man of the Year &
IFF Woman of the Year

Eligibility:  Persons to be considered may be active or associate members in good standing who have
contributed to the organization both in their local chapter and on the international level in the areas
of interest, time, participation and service.  A person who has outstandingly helped to promote the
values and standards of the IFF is a likely candidate.  This person does not have to be the local chapter
Man or Woman of the Year; many of these worthy members are not active on the international level.
This should remain a chapter honor.  Nominations for the same person may be submitted in successive
years.

Procedure:  Forms may be obtained on the IFF website or from the IFF office.  Chapters are encouraged
to submit nominations.  Individual members may also make nominations.  Nominations will be received,
reviewed and selected by the IFF Executive Committee.  Nominations may only be made on an official
form.  All forms must be signed by their senders.

Completed fCompleted fCompleted fCompleted fCompleted forororororms arms arms arms arms are due in the IFF ofe due in the IFF ofe due in the IFF ofe due in the IFF ofe due in the IFF offffffice bice bice bice bice by May May May May May 31y 31y 31y 31y 31ststststst.....

NOMINATION GUIDELINES
IFF AIRPORT OPERATOR OF THE YEAR

Eligibility:  Chapters should submit written resumes of airport operators they feel are deserving of
recognition.  Nominations should be made of those airport operators who have been of service to
their communities and the general public.

Procedure:  Written resumes and any supporting documentation must be received at the IFF office
by May 1st.  Nominations will be reviewed by the IFF Executive Committee and a selection will be
made.  The award is presented at IFF Convention.

Completed fCompleted fCompleted fCompleted fCompleted forororororms arms arms arms arms are due in the IFF ofe due in the IFF ofe due in the IFF ofe due in the IFF ofe due in the IFF offffffice bice bice bice bice by May May May May May 31y 31y 31y 31y 31ststststst.....
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CONTEST

THE RULESTHE RULESTHE RULESTHE RULESTHE RULES

To be eligible, a chapter must submit three issues – one for each of three months within the period May
2015 to April 2016.  All issues must have been prepared by the same editor or editors.  There will be one
judging category.  A first-place and second-place award will be given.

Judging will be based on the following criteria:

Technical Elements:
A. Style
B. Columns
C. Layout Elements
D. Grammar, Spelling & Punctuation
E. Legal Elements

Aesthetic Elements:
A. Eye appeal
B. Easy to follow and read
C. Layout varied on each page
D. Good use of pictures and graphics

Content Elements:
A. Creative elements
B. Chapter elements

Deadline for entries is May 31

Mail entries to:Mail entries to:Mail entries to:Mail entries to:Mail entries to:
IFF Newsletter Contest
P.O. Box 309
Mansfield, IL  61854
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Landit

Scholarship

Sponsored by Vermont Flying Farmers
Jerry & Davene Brown

1.  Any IFF member (non-pilot), 15 years or older and in good
standing, is eligible, if they have completed their Landit within
the last 12 months or expect to in the next year.

2.  The scholarship ($150 awarded each year) is to be used to
pay for the Landit course, which should be taken within 12
months prior to the annual IFF Convention or within 12 months
following it.

3.  The instructor must sign an award form for the winner.  A
check will be sent directly to the instructor following completion;
or, if the winner has completed his/her Landit within the past
12 months, the check will go directly to the winner.  (Note:  The
IFF office should already have a signed Landit form if the winner
received the Landit within the previous 12 months).

4.  After qualifying by filling out the necessary form (Flight
Achievement), the winner shall be selected during a random
drawing from all applicants’ names.  This drawing will take place
at the annual IFF Convention.  Applicants need not be present
to win the scholarship.

Minimum Standards for the
“LANDIT” AWARD

Basic Airwork:
Turns, climbs, some flight at
minimum control speed, one or
two power off stalls (recover).
Remainder of time on takeoff
and landings, including use of
flaps (if available).

Ground School:
Traffic pattern – especially how
to determine field evaluation and
how to develop traffic pattern
attitude.  Importance of air
speed control on landing
approach.  Explanation of
function of controls.  Basic
understanding of radio, if
available.

Anything above on “Landit”
would be on an individual
student basis.

NOTE:  These guidelines were
prepared in an effort to answer
questions as to what constitutes
a Landit Award.  The award is
presented to any non-pilot IFF
member who lands the aircraft,
from either the left or right seat,
without the aid of an instructor.
Each application must be signed
by a qualified instructor.  It will
require a few hours of
instruction to become
acquainted with flight
procedures.
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Gift of Flight Award II   This flight incentive scholarship is offered annually by the late
Tom Ruble and his family of Oklahoma in memory of the late Polly Ruble and the late Broneta
Evans.  Both were experienced, proficient pilots and active members of IFF.

Eligibility Requirements:
1. The award is for females of any age who are current IFF family members.  Previous

flight instruction is acceptable.

General Provisions:
1. This award is be used for initial flight instruction or advancement of a flight rating in

the amount of $1200 and will be paid directly to the instructor/flight school upon IFF’s
receipt of the instructor’s/flight school’s invoice.

2. Application for this award is to be sent to the IFF Office Manager. Upon receipt he or
she will notify the applicant of receiving the application.

3. The applicant is asked to provide a brief explanation describing her interest in flying,
what if any flight instruction she has had so far and why she wants to pursue an
additional and/or initial flight rating.

4. An award committee appointed by the IFF President shall consist of 3 members at
large. The IFF Office Manager will forward all applications to this committee by May 1
of each year.

5. The Award committee’s final decision will be announced by IFF at the annual
convention  each year.

———————————————————————————————————————

GIFT OF FLIGHT AWARD II   ENTRY FORM

NAME OF APPLICANT:  ________________________________________________

IFF Chapter:  __________________Years of IFF membership: _________

ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________________

APPLICANT’S BIRTH DATE: ____________________On the back of this application please
explain your interest in learning to fly or to continue your instruction.  Explain what
flight instruction you may have already have had, if any, and why you are interested in
pursuing flight training.
Applicant’s signature:_______________________________________Date:___________

Revised 12/2013

Gift of Flight
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‘Round the Regions

By Diana Ham
Vermont Flying Farmer

By Florence Lutes
Indiana  Flying Farmer

By now I guess you might have
figured out that the news doesn’t
“fly” out of Vermont very quickly
- or very often?  I have been
questioned as to what wonderful
gatherings went on there, if any,
after August, or was it
September that we last tuned
in…..?

Oh yes …. we joined the Denios
in a tour of the Bennington
Museum on October 10, 2015. 
 VTFF and friends met at this
interesting venue located on 75
Main Street.  We had a detailed
guided tour which featured a
large exhibit of Grandma Moses’
paintings as well as other VT
folk artists’.  We learned that folk
art is more guided in content
and style by the artists’ ‘heart’
rather than his objective ‘eye’. 
Grandma Moses didn’t start
painting until her real life long
farm chores were done.  She
was retired - over 70!  Her

colorful paintings are full of the
memories of her experiences;
her chores and sights on the
farm...  chosen for delight and
effect rather than for
photographic reality.  For
example, in her painting of the
famous Battle of Bennington,
she included the modern day
Bennington Monument - a
surprising detail which typically
adds charm to her works. 

Hungry and very thirsty, we
arrived at nearby Denios’ for
their annual anniversary turkey
fry and covered dish feast.  It
was a lovely fall day so we
celebrated, ate, and visited
outdoors.  Dawn and Chris have
invited us again Oct 2016! 

Let’s see – November 7, 2015
was our planning meeting at the
Bomoseen Lakeside home of
Brenda and Claude LaPerle.  A
sumptuous time it was -
complete with many hors
d’oeuvres, an entrée of Brenda’s
rich beef stew and our many fine
covered dishes.  There was a
huge array of delectable
desserts…  Full flying farmers
are very happy flying
farmers..  As the sun shone
through the many windows in
the sitting room, Davene Brown
led the group in a brain storming
session.  We made a random list
of trips, museums, farms,
airports etc. that might work for
next year’s meetings. Then a
monthly working list was forged
- to be refined later with more
specific times, dates and hosts.

Hey - maybe it was the stew?,
but – Thanks indeed to Brenda
and Claude’s warm hospitality,
we have planned a super 2016!
 And we are hoping now that
we are part of Division One – a
few others might come join us
and take part in the terrific times
perhaps we have been ‘hiding
under our bushel’ up North here
in quiet, and beautiful VT!

Art outside Bennington Museum

I received the following reports
from the respective Region 3
Chapters regarding their
Christmas Parties.   Thanks to
Loyola Dysinger, Zelda Lewis and
Mary Gruber.

The Michigan FF Christmas Party
which was planned by Loyola
and Duane Dysinger at the Jade
Restaurant in Owosso had to be
cancelled to due weather.

The Illinois Flying Farmer
Christmas Party was held on
December 2, 2015 at Avanti’s
Restaurant in Bloomington, IL.
Illinois Vice-President Doug
Lewis hosted the party with
twelve members present
including Pat and Norman
Clapper, Pat Amdor, Karen
Bradd, Willy Teller, Jim & Anita
Meyer, John May, Doug Lewis,
Zelda Lewis, Ernest and Helen
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‘Round the Regions

Thorp and Nelson and Linda
Thorp.  Doug gave the
invocation and President Jim
made some announcements.
We had a great meal and good
time visiting and catching up.
Each guest was given a
Christmas stocking with puzzles,
candy and best of all
bubbles….our President Jim and
Pat Amdor are having a good

time with the bubbles!   During
our meal snow began to fall so
we thought we should get
everyone back on the roads for
a safe trip home.

The Florida Chapter met at Art
& Mary Gruber’s on December
5th.  Prior to eating dinner, Mary
had us listen/watch a ‘YouTube

video’ showing our soldiers over
the years while music played
“Let There Be Peace on Earth”. 
Larry Dahl commented that easy
communication didn’t exist when
he served our country.  The best
communication was via ham
operators?  Not sure. Whatever
the mode, it had to be a collect
call to talk with a loved one for
a minute or two.  Larry said that
the world never knew that Barry
Goldwater funded many of
those calls privately.

Mary introduced their house
guest, Thaisa, who was there
from Brazil.   She also introduced
everyone to Alexa, an electronic
gadget that answers questions,
tells you the weather, finds your
phone, adds items to your
shopping list, (if she doesn’t
know the answer to your
question, she tells you  that too.)
Mary bought her from
Amazon.com.  After dinner, we
toured two neighbors’ homes, to
see their lovely Christmas
decorations — each one was just

over-the-top pretty.  The last
house had more Christmas
decorations than Wal-mart has
ever sold!   Incredible.

Perfect weather today for the
fly-in.  They came from near and
far:  the Apples, Dahls,   Calls,
Craggs, Leises,  Lymes, Luteses,
Mathesons, Shultzs and
VanderKolks all enjoyed the day!
At the close of the business
meeting, Don Apple surprised us
with his drone, flying over
Gruber’s pool cage.  Some of us
are gadget people!!  Below is one
of the pictures he took with his
drone.  Art & Mary’s home is the
one with the solar panel on the
roof, notice the cars in the drive
& street.

Sad news included the message
that Sandy Kongable (IA) had
passed away, and Chuck
Kauffman (OH) has suffered two
strokes.   Since then we have
received word that Marge Gough
McKaig (ON), also a Florida
snowbird has passed away and
Evelyn Viall (IL).  Our best
wishes go to Chuck and
sympathy to the families of
Sandy, Marge & Evelyn.    Our
January meeting will be hosted
by Herb and Bunny Call, January
15th at the Sebring Airport; Don
and June McMann have invited
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By  Glenn Kinneberg
Minnkota Flying Farmer

us to their home for the
February meeting.

Hope to see many of you at
Workshop!

May all of you have a healthful,
wonderful year in 2016.

The Wisconsin chapter held their
Christmas gathering at
Watertown.  The meeting was
held at the Perkins Restaurant
and Jeff Baum gave a
presentation on his flying
experiences.  A donation was
taken up towards Angel Flight. 
The Wisconsin Convention will
be held in Kenosha on April 10
to 12, 2016.
 
The Manitoba chapter has been
working hard getting set for their
60th Anniversary Convention
which will be held in Brandon
April 15-17, 2106.  On page 15
of the IFF magazine there is a
complete itinerary for the three
days.  The Manitoba group is
ready to give you a good time!

The Minnkota chapter has set the
date for their convention in
Jackson, Minnesota for June 20-
22, 2016.  American Inn is
headquarters—phone 1-800-

634-3444.  Tours will be  Agco,
Ametek Engineering Medical and
Hitch-Doc.
 
On Oct 17 I was one of the 100
veterans that flew to Washington
DC on Freedom Honor Flight. 
We left La Crosse, WI at 7 am
and returned at 10 pm after a
wonderful day of touring all the
Memorials, Changing of the
Guards and Arlington National
Cemetery.   This is the 16th
Honor Flight out of La Crosse.

‘Round the Regions

By Colene Sager
Washington Flying Farmer

L to R:  Jerry & Nina Richardson, Dick Lawton, Jenny Harris & Larry King, Colene &
Art Sager, Sheila & Andy Slinkard, Chris Clinesmith, Audrey & John Ledgerwood,
Bob Clinesmith.

The Washington Flying Farmers
met in the home of Bob & Chris
Clinesmith in Benge, Washington

on December 5 for the annual
Christmas party.  All thirteen
members arrived in their cars
and were warmly greeted with
flying farmer hugs.

The coffee pot and Christmas
goodies were a welcoming touch
as each one arrived.  Later an
abundant potluck dinner was
enjoyed.  The Christmas tree
was adorned with a present from
each attendee and our gift
exchange was the usual game
with the 2015 rules spelled out
by this year’s hosts, Bob & Chris.
You know the one – open the
gift but you may not be able to
keep it if someone else’s name
is drawn and they decide they
like what you opened.

The Christmas spirit of love and
laughter was great.  We drove
away in the late afternoon with
“Merry Christmas”.
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Pilot’s Bill of Rights 2 FAQs
December 15, 2015 - Third-class medical reform is closer than ever before, but it’s a complex issue and we know
you have questions. Here are answers to some of the major questions EAA members are asking:
What is the current state of the Pilot’s Bill of Rights 2?
On December 15, the U.S. Senate passed the Pilot’s Bill of Rights 2 by unanimous consent, approving the version
OK’d by the Senate Commerce, Science, and Transportation Committee on December 9. The legislation will now go
to the House of Representatives, where similar legislation already has 152 co-sponsors. If approved in the House,
any differences between the House and Senate versions will need to be reconciled before the measure can go to
the president for a signature.

Who will benefit from this reform?
Anyone who flies with a third-class medical certificate can benefit from this reform. In fact, almost anyone who has
held a regular or special issuance third-class medical certificate within the 10 years preceding the date the legislation
is enacted will never again need to visit an aviation medical examiner (AME). If you’ve never held a third-class
medical certificate, you will need to get a medical certificate one-time only. If your regular or special issuance
medical certificate lapsed more than 10 years before the legislation is enacted, you will need to get a medical
certificate one time only. And if you develop certain cardiac, neurological, or psychological conditions, you will
need a one-time only special issuance medical.

What’s in the bill?
You will need to visit your personal physician at least once every four years and provide an FAA-developed checklist
of issues to be discussed during the visit. Both you and your physician will need to sign the checklist saying that you
discussed the items on it. You will then need to make a note of the visit and include the checklist in your logbook.
You do not need to report the outcome of the visit or file any paperwork with the FAA unless you are specifically
requested to do so.

You also will need to take online training in aeromedical factors every two years. The training will be offered free
of charge.

Pilots flying under the new rules will be allowed to operate aircraft that weigh up to 6,000 pounds, carry up to five
passengers plus the pilot in command, fly at altitudes below 18,000 feet, and at speeds of up to 250 knots. Pilots,
if appropriately rated, can fly VFR or IFR in qualified aircraft.

What will be in the checklist for the medical exam involve?
The checklist will have two parts — questions to be answered by the pilot in advance of the exam and a list of items
for the doctor to include in the examination. The questions will include identifying information like name and
address, date of birth, a short medical history and list of current medications, and information about whether
you’ve ever had an FAA medical certificate denied, suspended, or revoked.

The list of items for the doctor to cover in the examination are now part of the third-class medical exam and are
typical to those found in any routine physical. These items include:
Head, face, neck, scalp Nose, sinuses, mouth, throat Ears and eardrums
Eyes Lungs and chest Heart
Vascular system Abdomen and viscera Anus
Skin G-U system Upper and lower extremities
Spine, other musculo-skeletal Body arks, scars, tattoos Lymphatics
Neurologic Psychiatric General systemic
Hearing Vision Blood pressure and pulse
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And anything else the physician in his or her medical judgment considers necessary.
The doctor will have to indicate that he or she has made the necessary checks, and both the pilot and doctor will
need to sign the form.

Do I have to go to an AME for the general medical exam required every four years? How does the FAA know that I
complied with that rule?
No, you can go to any primary care physician for your exam and you do not need to visit an AME. To demonstrate
compliance, just enter the visit in your logbook. There’s nothing to report to the FAA unless specifically requested.

Will this reform change the rules regarding medications?
No. The rules regarding medications will remain unchanged. So pilots who take a medication that the FAA disallows
will still be unable to fly. Because the FAA does not publish a list of disallowed medications, please contact EAA
membership services if you have questions about a medication you are taking or that your doctor has recommended.

I understand I will need to get a one-time special issuance medical if I have certain medical conditions. What are
those conditions?
Those conditions are described in the federal aviation regulations and are limited to an established medical
history of the following:
•Cardiovascular: myocardial infarction (heart attack); coronary heart disease that has been treated by open heart
surgery or cardiac valve replacement; and heart replacement.

• Neurological: epilepsy; a transient loss of control of the nervous system; and disturbances of consciousness
without satisfactory medical explanation of the cause.

•Mental health: personality disorder that is severe enough to have repeatedly manifested itself by overt acts;
manifested or may reasonably expected to manifest delusions, hallucinations, grossly bizarre or disorganized
behavior, or other commonly accepted symptoms of psychosis; severe bipolar disorder; and substance dependence
within the previous two years as defined in FAR 67.307(4).

•Pilots who suffer from a clinically diagnosed mental health or neurological condition will be required to certify
every two years that they are under the care of a state licensed medical specialist for that condition. Details of how
that certification process will work have not yet been determined.

When will these new rules go into effect?
Once the legislation has been signed into law, the FAA will begin a rulemaking process to make the regulatory
changes required by the legislation. To ensure that pilots don’t have to wait indefinitely, there is a provision in the
legislation that says if the FAA has not produced a final rule within one year of the legislation becoming law pilots
can operate within the parameters of the legislation without fear of enforcement action. In other words, once the
legislation has been enacted, pilots will be able to fly under its provisions within one year. Less if the rulemaking
is completed more quickly.

How does this help me if I’m on special issuance?
If you currently hold a special issuance third-class medical certificate, or have held one within the 10 years preceding
enactment of the legislation, and do not suffer from or develop one of the specific cardiac, neurological, or mental
health conditions identified as exceptions, you will never again need to go through the special issuance process.
That means you will no longer need to repeat expensive and time-consuming medical tests and submit complex
paperwork to the FAA in order to fly. Obtaining a special issuance medical certificate can cost thousands of dollars—
that’s money you won’t have to keep spending year after year. Even if you have one of the listed conditions, you
will need to get a special issuance one time only—again a savings of thousands of dollars and countless hours of
your time.
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What if my  regular or special issuance medical expires before the law takes effect?
If your regular or special issuance medical certificate expires before the new regulations take effect, you may
choose to renew it in order to keep flying. Whether or not you choose to renew your medical certificate to cover
the gap period, you will be allowed to fly as soon as the new rules take effect, provided your medical expired
within the 10-year window preceding enactment of the legislation.

What if my medical becomes more than 10 years old before the law takes effect?
The clock on the 10-year lookback starts the day the legislation is enacted, not when its provisions take effect,
which could be up to one year later. So, the date the legislation becomes law is the date that counts when it comes
to determining whether or not your certificate was issued within the 10-year window. If your medical was issued
more than 10 years before that date, you will need to go through the medical certification process one more time
in order to fly under the new regulations.

Why were there compromises on the reform language?
Sen. Inhofe and his staff had to make a choice: Make compromises that would allow medical reform to move
forward and help hundreds of thousands of pilots or allow this latest attempt at medical reform to die. A number
of lawmakers made it absolutely clear that they would not support the legislation as originally introduced. The
compromises Sen. Inhofe arrived at represent an improvement in the medical certification process that has
sufficient support in Congress to keep the legislation alive.

Will this affect me if I still want to fly as a sport pilot?
Not at all. You may still fly light-sport aircraft with at least a sport pilot certificate and a valid driver’s license in lieu
of a third-class medical certificate.

Isn’t the requirement to have had a medical certificate within the past 10 years only a move to a 10-year renewal
of a medical?
No. If you are a private pilot and have held a valid medical certificate (regular or special issuance) within 10 years
preceding the date when the bill is signed into law, you may never have to visit an AME again. You will simply have
to take an online medical education course every two years and visit your personal physician once every four years
and note that visit in your logbook. No requirement exists to report the outcome of the visit to the FAA.

What are the requirements for the online course and how much will it cost?
You will have to take the online education course every two years in order to remain eligible to fly under the
provisions of the legislation. The beauty of the online education course is that you’ll be able to do it anywhere and
anytime you have Internet access. That means you can do it at home, on your lunch break at work, at night, on the
weekend — any time and place that works for you. The online education course will be available free of charge to
all pilots from the AOPA Air Safety Institute.

Will I be able to get insurance if I fly under these new rules?
Insurance companies have not yet addressed how they will handle medical reforms and are unlikely to do so until
medical reform becomes law. Our experience with the sport pilot regulations showed little or no impact on
insurance availability or rates. Since each company uses slightly different language regarding medical requirements,
the best thing to do is to contact your insurance broker or company and ask how they will handle anticipated
reforms. History indicates that compliance with the applicable regulations is typically all that is required by insurance
companies.
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MemorialGeorge Whaley
1926 – 2015

George Robert Whaley, Sr., age
88, of Laurel, passed away on
September 29, 2015 at his
home surrounded by his loving
family. Born on November 17,
1926, he was the son of the late
Lorenzo B. Whaley and Mamie
Whaley. He proudly served his
country in the U.S. Army from
1944 until 1946. He then spent
his life as a farmer of grain,
turkey, and poultry.

George was a lifetime member
of Trinity United Methodist
Church in Laurel. He was also a
member of the Delmarva Flying
Farmers Chapter.

He was preceded in death by
three of his children; Rebecca,
Beverly and Jimmy Dale.
George was also preceded in
death by his parents, Lorenzo
and Mamie Whaley and his
siblings, Wilfred, Grace, Ruth,
Charlie and Byrd.

He is survived by his beloved
wife Eleanor Whaley of 70 years,
his granddaughters, Tricia and
her husband JD, Charity, and
Jamie, one son, George “Bobby”
Robert Whaley, Jr., and his wife
Kathryn, and his family, Shawn,
Stephanie and her husband
Rick, Stacie and her husband
Larry, and Shannon and her
husband Roger.

George and Eleanor had nine
great-grandchildren, seven step-
grandchildren and several
nieces and nephews who also
survive him.

Duane Janssen
1938 - 2015

Duane Janssen died
unexpectedly on Friday,
November 6, 2015 at Stanford
Hospital in Fargo, ND at the age
of 77.  He was born on August
16, 1938 to John and Lillian
(Anderson) Janssen in
Barnesville, MN.

He served in the National Guard.
Duane’s passion for flying
earned him his private pilot’s
license as a young man.  He
performed aerial crop spraying
for many years.  He was a
member of the Minnkota
Chapter of International Flying
Farmers, having served as past
president.

Duane married Kathleen Austin
on October 23, 1959 in Baker,
MN.  They had one son, Jerry.
Kathleen was killed in an
automobile accident in 1964.

Duane married Dianne Gail
Jenson at South Immanuel
Lutheran Church in rural
Rothsay, MN on November 21,
1970. They had three daughters.

Duane farmed for his lifetime,
working alongside his father,
brother and son on the family
farm.  He was a member of Our
Savior’s Lutheran Church of
Barnesville,International Flying
Farmers, served on the Clay
County Soil and Water
Conservation board, Barnesville
School Board and Humboldt
Township Board.

Duane is survived by one son,
Jerry Janssen of Barnesville and
three daughters:  Laurie
Janssen, Fargo, ND; Lisa
Christenson, Moorhead, MN; and
Lynn Thorkildson, Barnesville,
seven grandchildren, and one
brother, Eugene Janssen.

Lois Bish
1931-2015

Lois passed away on November
29, 2015.  She was born to
Harold and Beulah Clark on
November 10th, 1931. She
married the love of her life,
Myron Bish, on October 8th,
1949 in Vancouver, Washington.
Lois worked as an administrative
assistant in Highway Division
and then as Executive Assistant
to the director of Fairview
Training Facility.

Lois and Myron enjoyed
participating in Flying Farmer
activities and making numerous
friends with similar interests in
farming and flying. Lois acquired
her pilot’s license, but never flew
solo. During their retirement
years, Lois and Myron enjoyed
traveling. Lois especially enjoyed
participating in Flying Farmer
events, Daughters of the
American Revolution and Red
Hat Society. She attended First
Church of the Nazarene
whenever she was able.

Lois leaves behind son and
daughter-in-law Monte and
Suzie Bish; son Lauren Bish; and
son and daughter-in-law
Douglas and Karen Bish; her
sister Faye Larson; 11
grandchildren,18 great-
grandchildren.  Lois was devoted
to her Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ, all her life and is now in
His presence in glory, along with
her devoted husband, Myron,
who preceded her in death
September 26, 2007.
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Memorial
Rodney Blankenbaker

1923 -  2015

Rodney Eugene Blankenbaker
was born May 15th, 1923, to
Orris Oscar Blankenbaker and
Jane Almeda Van Dyke
Blankenbaker in Vona, CO, and
passed away on December 8,
2015.

Rodney married Lauretta Mae
Price on August 13, 1950, at the
Lutheran Church in Wild Horse,
CO.

In 1957, Rodney and his hired
hands did a big grass planting
job for a farmer over by Sharon
Springs, KS. When the job was
finished, the farmer informed
Rodney he couldn’t afford to pay
the bill, but he did have an
airplane, if Rodney was
interested. That was the
beginning of Rodney’s love of
flying. Rodney and Lauretta
joined the Flying Farmers in
1960. They were very active in
Flying Farmers, holding
numerous officer positions.
Rodney was president, Regiona
6 Director, and Man of the Year.

Rodney was preceded in death
by his parents, his brother
Willard, his sister Mary Ann
Koch, his brother-in-law Karl
Koch, his grandson Aaron
Siders, and his granddaughter
Morgan Ritchey. Rodney is
survived by his wife of 65 years
Lauretta; daughter Ronda Siders
of St. James MO; daughter Cindy
Goodell of Windsor CO;
daughter Patty Ritchey of Kit
Carson CO; daughter Becky
Harrel of Burlington CO; and son
Larry of Buffalo SD; along with
15 grandchildren and 34 great-
grandchildren.

Marjorie Gough - McKaig
2015

Surrounded by her family and
love, Marjorie peacefully passed
away at home on Saturday
December 12, 2015.  She will
be sadly missed by her devoted
husband Carl McKaig. She was
predeceased by her first husband
Grenville Gough (1994). She
was a loving and proud Mum of
Nancy Abra, Patsy Albright, Dan
Gough, Mary Dann, John
Gough, Sean McKaig, James
McKaig and Ian McKaig. Also a
cherished Nana to Jodi, Andrew,
Christina, Charles, Nicole, Celia,
Elise, Mitchel, Owen, Kaitlyn,
Devon, Erin, Emily and
Christopher and a Great-Nana to
Julie, Nathan, Natalie, Kyle,
Macey and Adelina. Marj is
predeceased by her brothers
Robert (Dora) and Ernest
(Gladys) Gover.

Marjorie was full of life, a
talented artist, member of the
Brush and Palette Club, a
passionate gardener, a longtime
member of the London Garden
Club and founder of Springhill
Flowers. She also had a love for
aviation, being a member of the
Ontario Flying Farmers for many
years.

Sandra Kongable
1936 - 2015

Sandra Lou “Sandy” (Bauer)
Kongable, 79, of Center Point,
IA formerly of Winfield, died
Saturday, Dec. 5, 2015, at her
son’s home in Center Point.

Sandy was born March 6, 1936,
in Columbus Junction, IA, the
daughter of Eldin C. Bauer and
(Cornelia) Nina Wagner Bauer.
She earned her Master’s Degree
at the age of 48 from Northeast
Missouri State University, where
she graduated with Honors.

Sandy married Sheldon V.
Kongable in August of 1956.
Together they had four children
– Cynthia, Greg, Stefanie, and
Scott. Sandy was an elementary
school teacher for 31 ½ years.

Sheldon and Sandy were both
licensed pilots and were
members of the IA/MO Chapter
of International Flying Farmers
and Associated Pilots of Iowa.
She served as Chapter Queen of
the IA/MO Chapter three times
and was Newsletter Editor for 22
years. She also served as IFF
Region 6 Director for two years.
in 1969, she was named the first
Farm Wife of the month for Farm
Wife News Magazine.

Sandy is survived by her two
brothers, Charles Bauer and
Thomas Bauer; her daughter,
Stefanie Skroch of Surprise,
Arizona; son, Scott Kongable of
Center Point, Iowa and four
grandchildren. She was preceded
in death by husband Sheldon in
2014; a daughter, Cynthia
Annette; a son, Greg Lee; her
mother, Nina; her father, Eldin;
and step-mother, Frances.
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MemorialEvelyn Viall
1923 - 2015

Evelyn Luceil Viall, 92, of
Manteno, IL passed away
Monday (Dec. 21, 2015) at
Heritage Village Nursing Home
in Kankakee.

She was born Jan. 20, 1923, in
Chicago, the daughter of
Rudolph and Theckla Tomsitz
Rieger. Evelyn married Willard
“Jack” Viall on June 26, 1948,
in Manteno.

Mrs. Viall taught high school in
Manteno for many years. She
was a member of the First
Presbyterian Church of Manteno
and the Illinois Chapter of
International Flying Farmers.

Surviving are sons, Peter L.
Viall, of Bourbonnais, and
Willard L. Viall, of Belleville;
daughter, Patricia L. Auch, of
Scio, Ore.; sister, Margaret
Kloepper, of Hastings, Neb.;
seven grandchildren:  Eric N.
and Shelley Viall, Adam C. and
Kelly Viall, Sarah E. Viall and Jim
Sunday, Claire A. Viall, Zac and
Heather Viall, Abby and Michael
Cooper; and six great-
grandchildren, Conner Viall,
Ryan Viall, Alexander Cooper,
Kate Viall, Elsie Viall and
Gracelyn Viall.

She was preceded in death by
her husband, Willard “Jack” Viall,
and her parents, Rudolph and
Theckla Tomsitz Rieger.

CARL EDWIN HOLT
1934 - 2015

It is with great sadness that the
family of Carl Holt announces his
peaceful passing on December
26, 2015 at the age of 81 years.
Carl will be lovingly
remembered by his wife Doris
of 54 years; his son Stephen
(Dyane); his daughter Lori (Bill)
and five grandchildren. Carl is
also survived by his nephew
Clarence (Lorraine) and their
family, sister in law Leona (Glen)
- all who loved him dearly.

Carl was predeceased by his
parents Mabel and Edwin. Carl
was born in Innisfail, Alberta on
March 15, 1934 and later
pursued his love of the land
farming in the Kneehill Valley
District for 61 years after
completing Agriculture Sciences
at the Olds College in 1953.

Where I have gone I am not so
small.
My soul is as wide as the world is
tall.
I have gone to answer the call,
the call
Of the One who takes care of us
all.
Wherever you look, you will find
me there-
In the heart of a rose,
In the heart of a prayer.
On butterflies’ wings, on wings of
my own,
To you, I’m gone,
But I’m never alone-
I am home



25 or 50 YEAR MEMBERS

If you have been an IFF member
for 25 or 50 years and have not
received your 25-year or 50-year
pin, please notify the IFF office.  Be
sure to give the year you joined
IFF.

If you submit an article that hasIf you submit an article that hasIf you submit an article that hasIf you submit an article that hasIf you submit an article that has
been published in another publica-been published in another publica-been published in another publica-been published in another publica-been published in another publica-
tion, you must also submit permis-tion, you must also submit permis-tion, you must also submit permis-tion, you must also submit permis-tion, you must also submit permis-
sion from the publication in whichsion from the publication in whichsion from the publication in whichsion from the publication in whichsion from the publication in which
it appeared as well as permissionit appeared as well as permissionit appeared as well as permissionit appeared as well as permissionit appeared as well as permission
from the writer of the article.  Thesefrom the writer of the article.  Thesefrom the writer of the article.  Thesefrom the writer of the article.  Thesefrom the writer of the article.  These
permissions must be permissions must be permissions must be permissions must be permissions must be in writingin writingin writingin writingin writing or or or or or
the article cannot be printed in thethe article cannot be printed in thethe article cannot be printed in thethe article cannot be printed in thethe article cannot be printed in the
IFF magazine.IFF magazine.IFF magazine.IFF magazine.IFF magazine.

IFF Correspondents:  Make note of
the following deadlines for upcoming
issues of the International Flying
Farmer magazine.

Issue Deadline
January/February Jan. 1
March/April Mar. 1
May/June May 1
July/August July 1
September/October Sept. 1
November/December Nov. 1

New
Magazine
Calendar
Deadlines

Chapter Supplies Available
through IFF -- New Prices!

  Queen’s Tiara $45.00 __________
  Trophy $50.00 __________
  WOY Pin $10.00 __________
  Queen’s Pin
     (w/year guard) $45.00 __________
  Year Guard $22.00 __________

TOTAL $_________

  Additional Info:

  Send check for the amount of supplies
  ordered -- indicate year for the trophy
  and pin under “Additional Info”.  Please
  allow 6 weeks for the trophy, tiara and
  pins, and 3-4 weeks for the WOY pin.

  Name: ________________________

  Address: ______________________

   _____________________________

  City: _________________________

  State/Prov: ____________________

  Zip/Postal: ____________________

  mail check and order form to:
  International Flying Farmers
  P.O. Box 309
  Mansfield, IL  61854

NOTICES



NAME __________________________________________________________
Last First Middle            Birth date        Pilot ratings/total pilot hours

SPOUSE ________________________________________________________
Last First Middle            Birth date        Pilot ratings/total pilot hours

CHILD __________________________________________________________
Last First Middle            Birth date        Pilot ratings/total pilot hours

CHILD __________________________________________________________
Last First Middle            Birth date        Pilot ratings/total pilot hours

ADDRESS _____________________________________________________

                  ____________________________________________________

TELEPHONE ____________________ CELL PHONE __________________

EMAIL ________________________________________________________

OCCUPATION _____________________ PRINCIPLE CROP ____________

AIRCRAFT ____________________________________________________
Year Make Model N-number

LANDING STRIP _______________________________________________
Length-direction Direction from town

Who told you about IFF? _______________________________________

Contributions or gifts to IFF are not tax deductible as charitable contributions.

IFF New Member DUES:
$50 as an introductory offer

Includes enrollment for pilot, spouse &
all children living at home.

Make checks payable to
International Flying Farmers

Mail to:
INTERNATIONAL FLYING FARMERS
P.O. BOX 309
Mansfield, IL  61854

 IFF Liability DisclaimerIFF Liability DisclaimerIFF Liability DisclaimerIFF Liability DisclaimerIFF Liability Disclaimer
The International Flying Farmers (IFF) and its representatives hereby make notification they have no authority and take no responsibility or control
for: 1-the safety of members or guests, 2-the qualifications of individuals to operate aircraft or other forms of transportation, 3-the situations when
individuals should or should not fly, and 4-the type of transportation or manner of transportation in which members or guests choose to use.
Members and guests are solely responsible for their own safety and the safety of their families. No liability is assumed or implied by the IFF, its
Officers, Directors, or Chapter Officers.

IFF Memorial Scholarship
Fund Donations

All contributions are fully
deductible for IRS tax
purposes since the IFF
Memorial      Scholarship Fund
is a 501 (c)(3) charitable
institution.  They should be
sent to:

IFF Past Presidents
c/o Robert Lutes
71705 CR 23
New Paris, IN  46553

NOTICES

Only obituaries for those who were
IFF members at the time of death
will be published in the IFF maga-
zine.  Others (family and former
members) may be published in
chapter newsletters.
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HISTORY
International Flying Farmers is an organization of
families with a mutual interest in the promotion and
use of airplanes in agriculture.  The organization,
founded in 1944, consists of state and provincial
chapters throughout North America.  While originally
founded by farmers and ranchers who owned aircraft,
the membership now consists of individuals from all
walks of life, from storeowners and factory workers
to bankers and lawyers.  Direct involvement in
agriculture or aviation is not, in and of itself, a
requirement for membership.

PURPOSE
The purpose of the organization is:  To create and
maintain a compact representative and centralized
organization with a spirit of cooperation and mutual
helpfulness among its members; to explore and
emphasize the importance of flying and the use of
the airplane in agricultural production, including the
breeding, raising and feeding of livestock; and to
engage in research and extension service, including
publishing magazines or other periodicals to
disseminate among its members information
pertaining to the purposes of the organization.


